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Figure 1: Declining copper grades
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1L S CI1OSCL Liidll YOU LUK

By STEVE HALLETT
and JOHN WRIGHT

So far, we’ve done very
little to plan for the
perilous moment.

g, ISMANTLE the oil rigs

2 and stack them in a

B9 pile. Radio the tankers
=  and order them back

to port Pull out the drills and
seal the wells with cement. (A
year after the BP spill in the
Gulf of Mexico, let’s hope we've
learnt how to do that, at least.}
Tow the platforms back to
shore. Plug up the pipelines.

What would happen next?
How would we live in a world
without oil?

First, there’s transportation.
With the overwhelming major-
ity of the oil we produce
devoted to powering our cars,
motorcycles, trucks, trains and
planes, the impact on getting
around would be most dra-
matic. Price-gouging would

blackouts would soon begin —
sure, our electricity is gener-
ated mostly from coal, but how
would the coal be extracted
without those diesel-guzzling
yellow trucks? Flow would it be
hauled to the power plants?
(Remember, freight trains ail
run on diesel, too.) Heating
and cooling cour homes would
suddenly get a lot more com-
plicated, and our televisions
and laptops would be just a
few weeks away from shutting
off forever.

Forget even trying to get to
work any more; we now have
another set of problems to
solve, especially if it’'s winter
and our houses are getting
cold. Can we quickly put
together some solar panels and
batteries? A wind turbine?
What do we have growing in
the backyard that can burn?
Environmentalists have been
nudging us to insulate ocur
homes and generate electricity
from renewable resources for a
while now; this might be the
time to start paying attention.

coming, fresh and fast,
because it's gaing to be awfully
difficult to refrigerate. Fishing
might work, so you'd need to
get a new rod while supplies
last. Alas, most of them are
made of plastic. Then again, so
is fishing line.

It's an tntereaung thought
experiment to picture a world
suddenly without oil. Taken to
its logical conclusion, it
encompasses so much more: a
complete and rapid breakdown
of society, leading to despera-
tion, lawlessness, wars and
untold suffering. The scenario
is unreal, of course, because
we could never shut off our oil
supply in a day, and, in any
case, there are trillions of bar-
rels of the stuff still in the
ground, right?

Yet, in a simpler sense, it's
not so unrealistic, because
even if it will happen more
gradually than laid out here,
we will indeed run out of oil.
Output has already peaked in
the majority of countries. A
handful of countries are still
increasing production, but not
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